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Foreword
In its endeavourto ΨǇǊƻƳƻǘŜand ensure adequate food and nutrition security for all people at all ǘƛƳŜǎΩΣthe Governmentof Zimbabwecontinues to exhibit its

commitment towards reducing food and nutrition insecurity, poverty and improving livelihoods amongst the vulnerable populations in Zimbabwe through

operationalizationof Commitment 6 of the Food and Nutrition SecurityPolicy (FNSP). Under the coordination of the Food and Nutrition Council,the Zimbabwe

VulnerabilityAssessmentCommittee(ZimVAC)undertookthe 2021RuralLivelihoodsAssessment,the 21st sinceits inception. ZimVACis a technicaladvisorycommittee

comprisedof representativesfrom Government,DevelopmentPartners,UN,NGOs,TechnicalAgenciesandthe Academia. Throughits assessments,ZimVACcontinuesto

collect,synthesizeanddisseminatehighqualityinformationon the food andnutrition securitysituationin a timely manner.

The2021RLAwasmotivatedby the needto providecredibleand timely data to inform progressof commitmentsin the NationalDevelopmentStrategy1 (NDS1) and

inform planningfor targetedinterventionsto help the vulnerablepeoplein both their short and long-term vulnerabilitycontext. Furthermore,astheΨƴŜǿƴƻǊƳŀƭΩunder

COVID-19 remainsfluid anddynamic,characterizedby a highdegreeof uncertainty,the assessmentsoughtto provideup to date information on how rural food systems

and livelihoodshavebeenimpactedby the pandemic. Thereport coversthematicareaswhich includethe following: education,food and incomesources,incomelevels,

expenditurepatterns,food security,COVID-19, WASH,socialprotectionandgender-basedviolence,amongother issues.

Our sincereappreciationgoesto the ZimVACaswell as the food and nutrition securitystructuresat both provincialand district levelsfor successfullycarryingout the

survey. Thesestructurescontinueto exhibit greatcommitmenttowardsensuringthat everyZimbabweanremainsfree from hungerandmalnutrition. We alsoextendour

appreciationto Governmentand DevelopmentPartnersfor the financial support and technical leadershipwhich made the assessmenta resoundingsuccess. The

collaborationof the rural communitiesof Zimbabweaswell asthe rural localauthorities is sincerelyappreciated. Theleadership,coordinationand managementof the

wholeassessmentdisplayedby the staff at the FoodandNutrition Council(FNC)isalsogreatlyappreciated.

We submit this report to you for your useandreferencein your invaluablework. We hopeit will light your wayasyou searchfor lastingmeasuresin addressingpriority

issueskeepingmanyof our rural householdsvulnerableto food andnutrition insecurity.

GeorgeD. Kembo(DR.)

FNCDirector/ ZimVACChairperson
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Introduction 

ÅZimVAClivelihoodsŀǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘǎΩresultscontinueto be an important tool for informingandguidingpolicies

andprogrammesthat respondto the prevailingfood andnutrition securitysituation. Todate,21 rural and8

urbanlivelihoodsupdateshavebeenproduced.

ÅZimVACplaysa significantrole in fulfilling CommitmentSix,of the FoodandNutrition SecurityPolicy(FNSP)

(GoZ, 2012), in which the άDƻǾŜǊƴƳŜƴǘof Zimbabweis committed to ensuringa national integrated food

and nutrition security information systemthat providestimely and reliable information on the food and

nutrition securitysituationandthe effectivenessof programmesandinformsdecision-ƳŀƪƛƴƎέ.

Å It hasbecomemandatoryfor FNCto coordinateannual livelihoodsupdateswith the technicalsupport of

ZimVAC.
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Zimbabwe Vulnerability Assessment Committee 
(ZimVAC) 

ZimVACis a consortiumof Government,DevelopmentPartners,UN,NGOs,TechnicalAgenciesandthe Academia. It wasestablished

in 2002and is led and regulated by Government. It is chaired by FNC,a departmentin the Officeof the President and Cabinet

whosemandateis to promote a multi-sectoralresponseto food insecurityand nutrition problemsin a manner that ensuresthat

everyZimbabweanis free from hungerandmalnutrition.

ZimVACsupportsGovernment,particularlyFNCin:

Å Conveningandcoordinatingnationalfood andnutrition securityissuesin Zimbabwe

Å Chartinga practicalwayforwardfor fulfilling legalandexistingpolicycommitmentsin food andnutrition security

Å AdvisingGovernmenton the strategicdirectionin food andnutrition security

Å UndertakingaάǿŀǘŎƘŘƻƎǊƻƭŜέand supportingand facilitating action to ensuresector commitmentsin food and nutrition are

kept on trackthrougha numberof corefunctionssuchas:

Á Undertakingfood andnutrition assessments,analysisandresearch;

Á Promotingmulti-sectoralandinnovativeapproachesfor addressingfood andnutrition insecurity,and:

Á Supportingandbuildingnationalcapacityfor food andnutrition securityincludingat sub-nationallevels.
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Assessment Rationale
Å Theperformanceof the agriculturalseason,with the disruptionof food systemsandmarkets,the COVID-19pandemiccoupledwith the prevailing

macro-economicenvironmenthasaffectedthe livelihoodsof the rural population.

Å Theimpact on the livelihoods,which hasripple effectson householdwellbeingoutcomes,had not beenquantified and ascertainedhencethe

needto carryout a livelihoodsassessment.

Å Theassessmentresultswill be usedto:

Å Inform planningfor targetedinterventionsto help the vulnerablepeople,giventhe prevailingsituation in the countryaswell astheir long

term vulnerabilitycontext.

Å Inform short,mediumandlongterm interventionsthat addressimmediateandlongterm needsaswell asbuildingresilientlivelihoods.

Å Monitor and report towards commitmentswithin the guidingframeworksof existingnational food and nutrition policiesand strategies

amongthem the NationalDevelopmentStrategy1, the FoodandNutrition SecurityPolicyandthe ZeroHungerStrategy.

Å Monitor interventions to ensureadherenceto the principlesspelt out in regional and international frameworkswhich Zimbabwehas

committeditself to whichincludethe ComprehensiveAfricanAgricultureDevelopmentProgramme(CAADP)andthe SDGs.

Å Guideearlywarningfor earlyaction 10



Purpose

The overall purposeof the assessmentwas to provide an annualupdate on livelihoodsin ½ƛƳōŀōǿŜΩǎrural

areas,for the purposesof informingpolicyformulationandprogrammingappropriateinterventions.
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Objectives
Thespecificobjectivesof the assessmentwere:

Å Toestimatethe populationthat is likely to be food insecurein the 2021/22 consumptionyear,their geographicdistribution andthe severity
of their food insecurity.

Å Assessimpactandseverityof COVID-19on rural livelihoods.

Å Toassessthe nutrition statusof childrenof 6ς59months.

Å To describethe socio-economicprofilesof rural householdsin terms of suchcharacteristicsas their demographics,accessto basicservices
(education,healthservicesandwater andsanitationfacilities),assets,incomesources,incomesandexpenditurepatterns,food consumption
patternsandconsumptioncopingstrategies.

Å Todeterminethe coverageof humanitariananddevelopmentalinterventionsin the country.

Å Toidentify developmentpriorities for communities.

Å Todeterminethe effectsof shocksexperiencedby communitieson food andnutrition security.

Å Tomeasurehouseholdresilienceandidentify constraintsto improvingtheir resilience.

Å Toidentify earlyrecoveryneedsin order to determineshort to longterm recoverystrategies.

12



Background
Å The2021RLAwasundertakenagainsta continuouslyevolvingfood andnutrition securitysituation.

Å Sinceits genesis,the COVID-19 pandemichascontinuedto wreakhavocon both urbanandrural populations. TheΨƴŜǿƴƻǊƳŀƭΩunderCOVID-19 remainsfluid and

dynamic,characterizedby a highdegreeof uncertainty. Thepandemichashad implicationson food securityandnutrition asfood systemshavebeenaffectedand

threatenedǇŜƻǇƭŜΩǎaccessto food viamultiple dynamics.

Å Foodsupplychainshavebeendisrupteddue to lockdownstriggeredby the globalhealth crisis,but alsoa major globaleconomicslowdown. Thishasled to lower

incomesand higher food prices,makingfood out of reachfor vulnerablehouseholds. Thestrict and widespreadcontrol measuresare unsustainablein the long

term. Theimpact of the pandemicamidstother shockswill likely causesignificantdeterioration and erosionof livelihoods,productiveassetsaswell as the food

and nutrition securityof vulnerablehouseholds. The closureof rural food and livestockmarketswill affect the incomesof rural livelihoods. At the sametime,

closuresof restaurantsand hotels will continueto reducethe demandfor fresh produce,meat and fish, reducingthe incomesof farmers,livestockkeepersand

suppliers.

Å Thevulnerablerural householdshavelittle to nothing to cushionthe effectsof the shock(pandemic). As they experiencemarket failures,they havelittle or no

accessto formal insurance,and credit and risk managementmechanisms. Thevulnerablehouseholdshavechallengesin accessingliquidity, worsenedby reduced

casuallabour opportunitiesand the closureof informal marketswhere they tend to sell their products. Theenforcementof socialdistancingcombinedwith the

covariatenature of the crisis will likely overwhelm and/or reduce the rural ƘƻǳǎŜƘƻƭŘǎΩaccessto traditional community networks and institutions of social

reciprocity,whichhavehistoricallyprovideda safetynet in timesof crisis.

Å Requirementsto maintain socialdistancingand travel restrictionsare negativelyimpactingprogrammedeliveryand humanitarianand developmentalactivities,

whichthreatensfood andnutrition security.

13



Å Travelrestrictionsandborderclosuresare likely to delaythe movementof the essentialsuppliessuchasfertilizerswhichare crucialfor the

preparation for the 2021/2022 croppingseason. The disruption of agricultural inputs suppliesis likely to affect the progressionof the

current agriculturalseasonwhich is verymuchneededto start the recoveryfrom the backto backdroughtsthat havebeenexperiencedin

the recentpastandaffectŦŀǊƳŜǊǎΩlivelihoods. Thiscouldhavelonger-term implicationson the food andnutrition securityof households.

Å Agricultureasone of the keyeconomicsectorsfundamentalto the projectedeconomicgrowth aspiredfor under the Government'sVision

2030had a goodstart to the 2020/21 rainfall season. Thecountry experiencedTropicalStormChaleneand TropicalCycloneEloise,which

increasedaveragecumulativerainfall from October2020to end of January2021. This resultedin improvedwater availabilityand access,

improvedlivestockcondition,improvedpasturequality availabilityandquality. However,the incessantrainsalsoincreasedthe riskof tick-

bornediseasesaswell asfoot rot in livestock.

Å The2020/2021agricultureseasonrecordedan increasein the areaplantedto maizeandsoyabeansowingto the overwhelmingsupportby

Governmentand the privatesector. However,challengesreported in the sectorincludecrop damagedue to Fallarmyworm, crop damage

due to TropicalStorm Chaleneand TropicalCycloneEloise(particularly Chimanimaniand Chipingedistricts), water loggingas well as

fertilizer shortages.

ÅWith the majority of the ruralǇƻǇǳƭŀǘƛƻƴΩǎlivelihoodsmostly influencedby agriculture(both cropsand livestock),the experiencedclimate

relatedshocksmaynegativelyaffecthouseholdfood andnutrition security.

Background
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Background 

ÅPovertycontinuesto be one of the major underlyingcausesof vulnerability to food and nutrition insecurityas well as

precariouslivelihoodsin Zimbabwe. Accordingto the ZIMSTATPoverty,Income,ConsumptionandExpenditureSurvey2017

Report,70.5%of the populationwere poor whilst 29.3%were deemedextremelypoor.

ÅYearon yearinflation for April 2021wasat 194.1%.

15
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16



Methodology ςAssessment Design
Å The assessmentwas a cross-sectional study whose

design was guided and informed by the Food and

Nutrition Security Conceptualframework (Figure 1),

whichZimbabweadoptedin the FNSP(GoZ, 2012), and

the conceptualframeworkon food securitydimensions

propoundedby Joneset al. (2013).

Å Theassessmentwas alsoguidedand informed by the

resilienceframework (figure 2) so as to influence the

early recovery of households affected by various

shocks.

Å Theassessmentlooked at food availabilityand access

as pillars that have confounding effects on food

securityasdefinedin the FNSP(GoZ, 2012).

Å Accordingly,the assessmentmeasuredthe amount of

energyavailableto a householdfrom all its potential

sources hence the primary sampling unit for the

assessmentwasthe household.Figure 1: Food and Nutrition Conceptual Framework
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Figure 2: Zimbabwe resilience framework (UNDP Zimbabwe, 2015)
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Methodology ςAssessment Process
Å ZimVAC,throughmulti-stakeholderconsultations,developedan appropriateassessmentdesignconceptnote anddatacollectiontools

informedby the assessmentobjectives.

Å The primary data collection tools used in the assessmentwere the androidςbasedstructured householdquestionnaireand the

communityFocusGroupDiscussion(FGD)guide.

Å ZimVACnational supervisors(including ProvincialAgritex ExtensionOfficers and ProvincialNutritionists) and enumerators were

recruitedfrom Government,UnitedNations,TechnicalpartnersandNon-GovernmentalOrganisations. Theseunderwenttraining in all

aspectsof the assessment. In order to minimiserisk of spreadingCOVID-19, training for both supervisorsand enumeratorswasdone

virtually.

Å The Ministry of Health and Child Carewas the lead ministry in the developmentof the Infection, Preventionand Control (IPC)

guidelineswhichguidedprocessesfrom surveyplanningto datacollection.

Å TheMinistry of LocalGovernment,through the ProvincialDevelopment/ƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘƻǊǎΩofficescoordinatedthe recruitment of district

level enumerators and mobilisation of provincial supervision and district enumeration vehicles. Enumeratorsfor the current

assessmentweredrawnfrom analreadyexistingdatabaseof thosewho participatedin oneor two previousZimVACassessments. Four

enumeratorswere selectedfrom eachdistrict for data collection. In selecteddistricts,two additionalenumeratorswere recruited as

anthropometrists.
20



Methodology ςAssessment Process

ÅPrimarydatacollectiontook placefrom 3 to 20 July,2021. In recognisingthe riskof spreadingCOVID-19duringdatacollection,

innovativeapproacheswere usedto collect vital information without causingany harm. TheRLAwas guidedby globaland

country specificrecommendationsand all necessaryprecautionswere taken to avoid potential transmissionof COVID-19

betweenenumeratorsandcommunitymembers.

Å In order to reduceexposureto COVID-19 through personto personphysicalcontact,primary caregiverswere capacitatedto

measure their children using Mid-Upper Arm Circumference(MUAC)tapes and assessmentof oedema. In the case of

anthropometrists recruited from MoHCC, additional appropriate PPEwas provided (gloves,disposableplastic aprons) to

enablethem to measureparticipantsaged5 to 19 yearsin twenty selecteddistricts.

Å Dataanalysisandreport writing ran from 23 May to 3 June2021. Varioussecondarydatasourcesandfield observationswere

usedto contextualisethe analysisandreporting.
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Methodology - Sampling and Sample Size 
Å Householdfood insecurityprevalence was usedas the key indicator to determine

the sample to ensure 95% confidence level of statistical representativenessat

district,provincialandnationallevel.

Å Thesurveycollecteddatafrom 200randomlyselectedEnumeratedAreas(EAs):

Å Atwo stagedclustersamplingwasusedandcomprisedof;

Å Samplingof 25 clusters per each of the 8 rural districts in the province,

denoted as EAsin this assessment,from the ZimbabweStatisticsAgency

(ZIMSTAT)2012mastersamplingframeusingthe PPSmethodology

Å Thesecondstage involvedthe systematicrandomsamplingof 10 households

per EA(village).

Å At most, 250 householdswere interviewedper district, bringingthe total sampled

householdsto 1999.

Å 5 FGDswereheldper district.

Districts 
Number of Sampled 

Households

Chirumhanzu 249

Gokwe North 251

Gokwe South 249

Gweru 250

Kwekwe 250

Mberengwa 248

Shurugwi 252

Zvishavane 250

Midlands 1999
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Methodology ςSampled Wards
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Data Preparation and Analysis

ωPrimarydata wastranscribed usingCSEntryon androidgadgetsandusingCSPro. It wasconsolidated andconvertedinto

SPSS,STATAandDBFdatasetsfor:

Å Householdstructured interviews

Å DistrictkeyinformantFocusGroupDiscussion(transcribedin excel)

ωDatacleaningandanalysiswere doneusingSPSS,STATA,ENA,MicrosoftExcelandGISpackages.

ωAnalysesof the different thematic areascoveredby the assessmentwere informed and guidedby relevant local and

internationalframeworks,wherethey exist.

ωGender,asa crosscutting issue,wasrecognisedthroughoutthe analysis.

24



Technical Scope

¶ Education

¶ Health

¶ WASH

¶ Nutrition

¶ Agricultureandother rural livelihoodsactivities

¶ Food security

¶ Resilience

¶ Socialprotection

¶ Linkagesamongst the key sectoral and thematic

areas

¶ Cross-cutting issuessuchasgenderanddisability

The2021RLAcollectedandanalysedinformationon the followingthematicareas:
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Demographic Description of the Sample
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Household Characteristics: Household Size

Å Theaveragehouseholdsizewas4.6 with GokweNorth havingthe highestat 5.2.

Å Maximumhouseholdsizewas15andthis wasin GokweNorth,GweruandMberengwa.

District Average Minimum Maximum
Chirumhanzu 4.3 1.0 11.0

Gokwe North 5.2 1.0 15.0

Gokwe South 4.6 1.0 12.0

Gweru 4.2 1.0 15.0

Kwekwe 4.2 1.0 12.0

Mberengwa 4.8 1.0 15.0

Shurugwi 4.1 1.0 13.0

Zvishavane 5.1 1.0 11.0

Midlands 4.6 1.0 15.0
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Characteristics of Household Head: Sex and Age

Å Theproportion of maleheadedhouseholdswas65%andthe averageageof householdheadwas53.

Å Thehighestproportion of maleheadedhouseholdswasin GokweNorth,about70.9%.

Å In Shurugwi,about46.4%of the householdswerefemaleheaded,higherthan the provincialaverageof about34.9%.

Å Theminimumagehouseholdheadwas18, andthis wasin GokweSouth,Gweru,andMberengwa.

Household Head Sex (%) Household Head Average Age

District Male Female Average Minimum
Chirumhanzu 64.7 35.3 54.5 21.0

Gokwe North 70.9 29.1 49.4 22.0

Gokwe South 67.9 32.1 51.6 18.0

Gweru 66.0 34.0 57.5 18.0

Kwekwe 66.0 34.0 51.6 19.0

Mberengwa 66.9 33.1 50.2 18.0

Shurugwi 53.6 46.4 54.7 21.0

Zvishavane 65.2 34.8 54.3 21.0

Midlands 65.1 34.9 53.0 18.0
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Characteristics of Household Head: Education 
Level Attained

Å About87%of householdheadshadattainedprimaryleveleducationandabove.

Å Gweruhadthe highestproportion of householdheadswho hadattainedaneducationlevelabove!Ωlevel(7%) andthis washigherthan

the provincialaverage(3%).
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Characteristics of Household Head: Marital Status

Å Generally,61%of householdheadsweremarriedandlivingtogether.

Å Shurugwihadthe highestproportionof householdheadswho werewidowed(33%).
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Characteristics of Household Head: Religion
Roman 
Catholic 

(%)

Protestant 
(%)

Pentecostal 
(%)

Apostolic 
Sect 
(%)

Zion 
(%)

Other 
Christian 

(%)

Traditional 
(%)

Other 
religion 

(%)

No religion 
(%)

Chirumhanzu 40.2 4.8 10.8 30.9 4.4 0.4 0.0 0.8 7.6

Gokwe North 4.4 15.6 9.6 42.8 9.6 2.4 2.4 0.0 13.2

Gokwe South 16.5 2.4 12.9 35.7 8.4 8.0 1.2 0.8 14.1

Gweru 6.0 20.5 11.2 20.1 3.6 14.1 1.2 8.4 14.9

Kwekwe 9.2 16.1 10.8 13.3 3.6 28.1 1.2 0.8 16.9

Mberengwa 4.0 8.5 15.8 24.7 20.6 3.6 0.4 6.5 15.0

Shurugwi 11.1 19.0 26.6 25.0 4.4 0.8 0.8 1.2 11.1

Zvishavane 3.2 14.9 22.9 30.9 6.4 0.8 3.2 2.0 15.3

Midlands 11.8 12.7 15.1 27.9 7.6 7.3 1.3 2.6 13.5

Å In the sampledhouseholds,about82.4%of the householdheadswereof the Christianreligionwith the highestproportion being

ApostolicSect(27.9%), Pentecostal(15.1%) andProtestant(12.7%).
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Orphaned Children
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Å Approximately,16%of the householdshadorphansandthe highestproportionwasin Kwekwe(21%).
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Education
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School Attendance

Å About78%of childrenof schoolgoingageweregoingto schoolat the time of the survey.

Å Thehighestproportionof childrenwho werecurrentlygoingto schoolwasin MberengwaandChirumhanzu, both at 83%.

Å Theproportion of childrenthat hadeverbeensentawayfrom schoolduringthe first term dueto non-paymentof schoolfeeswas33%.
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Major Reasons for Children Not Being in School (22%) 

Work for food 
or money

(%)

Help with 
household 

work
(%)

Not interested 
in school

(%)

Expensive or 
no money

(%)

Child 
considered 
too young

(%)

Pregnancy/
Marriage 

(%)

Completed 
O/A level

(%)

No birth 
certificate

(%)
Chirumhanzu 0.0 0.0 0.0 16.7 33.3 16.7 0.0 0.0

Gokwe North 0.0 0.0 12.5 25.0 0.0 62.5 0.0 0.0

Gokwe South 0.0 0.0 0.0 60.0 20.0 20.0 0.0 0.0

Gweru 0.0 4.3 8.7 47.8 13.0 21.7 0.0 0.0

Kwekwe 12.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 25.0 12.5 37.5 0.0

Mberengwa 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 25.0 25.0 0.0 25.0

Shurugwi 0.0 11.1 0.0 0.0 0.0 22.2 66.7 0.0

Zvishavane 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 50.0 0.0 50.0 0.0

Midlands 1.5 3.1 4.6 26.2 15.4 24.6 15.4 1.5

Å Major reasonsfor childrennot beingin schoolwerefeesbeingexpensive(26.2%) andpregnancy/marriage(24.6%).

Å Thehighestproportion of childrenwho wereout of schooldueto pregnancy/marriagewasin GokweNorth,62.5%.
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Chronic Illnesses
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Households with Members who had Confirmed 
Chronic Illness

Å Generally,8.5%of the householdshadmemberswho hadconfirmedchronicconditions.

Å Gweru(13.8%) hadthe highestproportionwhilst the least(4.8%), wasin Mberengwa.
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Households with Members who had Chronic 
Illnesses (8.5%)

HIV 
infection

, AIDS
(%)

Heart 
disease

(%)

Diabetes, 
high blood 

sugar
(%)

Asthma
(%)

Hypertension, 
High blood 
pressure

(%)

Arthritis, 
chronic body 

pain
(%)

Epilepsy, 
seizures, fits

(%)
Stroke

(%)
Cancer

(%)
Tuberculosis

(%)

Liver 
diseases

(%)

Kidney 
diseases

(%)

Ulcer, 
chronic 
stomach 

pain
(%)

Chirumhanzu
21.4 7.1 8.0 6.3 35.7 11.6 1.8 0.0 2.7 0.9 0.0 0.0 3.6

Gokwe North
17.6 3.2 8.8 12.8 12.0 13.6 3.2 0.0 3.2 2.4 0.8 1.6 4.0

Gokwe South
15.8 5.0 5.0 11.9 19.8 11.9 2.0 2.0 2.0 1.0 0.0 2.0 4.0

Gweru
42.1 2.4 4.9 4.9 31.1 4.9 1.8 0.0 0.6 2.4 1.2 0.0 1.2

Kwekwe
29.8 0.0 17.3 4.8 18.3 3.8 3.8 1.0 1.0 3.8 1.0 1.0 1.9

Mberengwa
25.3 2.5 11.4 12.7 17.7 8.9 3.8 1.3 1.3 0.0 1.3 2.5 2.5

Shurugwi
41.5 1.2 7.3 9.8 26.8 1.2 0.0 3.7 1.2 3.7 0.0 0.0 0.0

Zvishavane
48.0 0.8 8.9 2.4 25.2 1.6 2.4 0.8 0.0 3.3 0.0 0.8 0.0

Midlands
30.9 2.8 8.7 7.8 23.8 7.2 2.4 0.9 1.5 2.2 0.6 0.9 2.1

Å The highestproportionof chronicallyill householdmembershadHIVandAIDSinfection(30.9%) andhypertension(23.8%).

Å Theproportionof householdmemberswho haddiabeteswashighestin Kwekwe(17.3%).
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Chronically Ill Persons who Missed Medication (8.5%)
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Å Theproportionof chronicallyill personswho missedtheir medicationwas19%.

Å The majorreasonfor chronicallyill personsto misstheir medicationwasthat it wastoo expensivesothey couldnot afford (58.1%).
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Social Protection

40



Households which Received Any Form of Support

Å Generally,there wasa decreasein the proportionof householdswhichreceivedanyform of supportfrom 84%in 2020to 80%in 2021.

Å However,Zvishavane(99%), Shurugwi(96%) andChirumhanzu(95%) hadthe highestproportion of householdswhichreceivedsupport.
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Households which Received Support at Peak 
Hunger Period
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ÅAt the peakhungerperiod there wascomplementarity of Governmentand UN/NGOsupportand about 17%of the householdsreceivedsupport

from both GovernmentandUN/NGO.

ÅAbout65%of the householdsindicatedthey receivedsupportfrom Government,while 24%indicatedthey receivedfrom UN/NGOs. 42



Sources of Support (80%)
Government 

Support
(%)

UN/NGO 
Support 

(%)
Church Support 

(%)
Rural  Relatives

(%)
Urban Relatives 

(%)
Diaspora 

(%)

Charitable 
Groups 

(%)

Chirumhanzu 83 37 2 17 27 11 1

GokweNorth 45 41 8 24 10 4 26

GokweSouth 51 11 1 13 6 1 3

Gweru 69 33 4 5 13 10 2

Kwekwe 56 6 1 1 7 4 2

Mberengwa 52 23 18 41 21 14 12

Shurugwi 95 12 2 11 15 9 1

Zvishavane 90 35 10 48 38 18 0

Midlands 68 25 6 20 17 9 6

ÅGovernment(68%) wasthe mainsourceof supportfollowedby UN/NGOs(25%).

ÅHouseholdsalso receivedsupport from relativesin both urban and rural areas,17% and 20% respectively. Thisindicatesthat households

reliedon their socialcapitalin timesof need. 43



Forms of Government Support (68%)

Food
(%)

Cash
(%)

Crop inputs
(%)

Livestock 
support: 
pass-on

(%)

Livestock 
support: Teak 

grease
(%)

Other 
livestock 
support

(%)
WASH inputs

(%)

Covid-19 
related 
support

(%)
Other 
(%)

GokweNorth 95.6 2.7 25.7 0.9 0. 0 1.8 2.7 13.3

GokweSouth 81.5 3.2 27.4 0 0 0.8 0 0.8 2.4

Gweru 63.2 4.0 45.4 0 4.0 0 0.6 1.7 5.2

Kwekwe 78.3 6.3 30.8 0 0 0 0.7 0 1.4

Mberengwa 84.6 5.1 21.4 0 0 0 0.9 0.9 3.4

Chirumhanzu 82.4 0.5 38.1 0 6.2 0 0 0 2.4

Shurugwi 98.7 3.4 29.1 0.8 11.4 0 0 0 0

Zvishavane 90.5 1.3 54.1 0 10 0 0 0 1.7

Midlands 85.0 3.0 36.0 0.2 5.2 0.1 0.4 0.6 3.1

ÅThemajor formsof supportacrossall districtswerefood (85%) , cropinputs(36%) and livestocksupport(teakgrease)(5.2%).

ÅShurugwi(98.7%) andGokweNorth (95.6%) hadthe highestproportionsof householdsreceivingfood assistance.

ÅZvishavanehadthe highestproportionof households(54.1%) whichreceivedcropinputsandMberengwahadthe lowestproportion (21.4%).
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Forms of UN/NGO Support (25%)

Food
(%)

Cash
(%)

Crop inputs
(%)

Livestock 
support: 
pass-on

(%)

Livestock 
support: 

Teak grease
(%)

Other 
livestock 
support

(%)

WASH 
inputs

(%)

Weather 
and climate

(%)

Covid-19 
related 
support

(%)
Other 
(%)

GokweNorth
96.2 2.9 4.8 3.8 1 1 2.9 1 2.9 9.6

GokweSouth
54.8 0 16.1 0 0 0 12.9 0 6.5 12.9

Gweru 94 7.1 4.8 0 0 0 0 0 1.2 3.6

Kwekwe 62.5 25 0 0 0 0 25 0 12.5 6.3

Mberengwa 92.2 3.9 7.8 0 0 0 0 0 0 2

Chirumhanzu 93.6 3.2 2.1 0 0 0 1.1 0 0 3.2

Shurugwi 72.4 10.3 17.2 3.4 0 6.9 0 0 0 6.9

Zvishavane 93 0 12 0 0 1 6 0 0 1

Midlands 89.4 4.1 7.3 1 0.2 0.8 3.5 0.2 1.6 4.9

ÅGenerally,UN/NGOsupport acrossall districtswasin the form of food assistance(89.4%).

ÅGokweNorth (96.2%) hadthe highestproportion of householdswhichreceivedfood assistancefollowed by Gweru(94%) and the lowestsupport

wasin GokweSouth(54.8%). 45



Agriculture Production
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Households which Grew Crops

Å Maize(93%) wasgrownby the majorityof the householdsfollowedby groundnuts(46%), cowpeas(43%), tubers(37%) and roundnuts(31%).

Å Sorghumwasthe mostcommonlygrownsmallgrainat 25%.
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Average Household Cereal Production
Maize (kgs) Traditional Grains (kgs)

Chirumhanzu 484.9

5.8
Gokwe North 649.9

32.5
Gokwe South 570.6

29.5
Gweru 272.5

0.0
Kwekwe 406.0

7.1
Mberengwa 172.9

28.0
Shurugwi 386.7

1.7
Zvishavane 452.9

46.8
Midlands 419.4

14.2

Å Theaveragecerealproductionper householdfor maizewas419.4kgandtraditionalgrainswas14.2kgs.

Å Thehighestaveragemaizeproductionwasin GokweNorth (649.9kg)andtraditionalgrainswasin Zvishavane46.8kg.
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Cereal Self Sufficiency 

Cereals in kgs
Months of cereal supply (%)

0 to 3 months 4 to 6 months 7 to 9 months 9 to 11 months 12 and above

Chirumhanzu 615.7 30.1 16.5 11.6 4.8 36.9

Gokwe North 838.6 21.1 13.1 14.7 6.8 44.2

Gokwe South 729.4 16.5 19.3 18.5 7.2 38.6

Gweru 406.8 49.2 14.8 7.6 5.6 22.8

Kwekwe 565.5 36.4 20.8 9.2 4.0 29.6

Mberengwa 313.8 51.2 19.0 10.5 4.4 14.9

Shurugwi 503.4 27.0 19.4 18.3 6.0 29.4

Zvishavane 699.7 30.0 18.0 12.0 6.4 33.6

Midlands 584.3 33 18 13 6 31

National 543.8 35 18 12 6 29

Å About31%of the householdshadcerealsuppliesthat will last for morethan 12months,while 33%hadcerealsuppliesto last0-3

months.

Å GokweNorth (44.2%), GokweSouth(38.6%) and Chirumhanzu(36.9%), had the highestproportion of householdswhich had

cerealsuppliesthat will last for morethan 12months. 49



Cereal Stocks
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Cereal Stocks as at 1 April 2021

Å Theaveragehouseholdcerealstocksasat 1 April for the provincewas22.7 kgsper household.

Å Zvishavanehadthe highestaveragestocks(58.9 kgs)whilst Gweruhadthe least(3.1 kgs).

District Cereal stocks (kgs)

Chirumhanzu

31.8
Gokwe North

29.5
Gokwe South

20.1
Gweru

3.1
Kwekwe

11.4
Mberengwa

18.6
Shurugwi

44.7
Zvishavane

58.9
Midlands 22.7
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Maize from Casual Labour and Remittances

Cereal From Casual labour (kgs) Cereal From Remittances (Kgs)

Chirumhanzu 31.4 3.5

Gokwe North 85.5 4.5

Gokwe South 35.4 1.1

Gweru 2.0 0.0

Kwekwe 8.2 0.0

Mberengwa 10.8 1.5

Shurugwi 9.4 3.6

Zvishavane 17.1 2.2

Midlands 21.1 1.5

Å GokweNorth hadthe highestquantitiesof cerealfrom casuallabourat 85.5kgs,whilst Gweruhadthe least(2kgs).
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Livestock 
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Households that Owned Cattle

ω The proportionof householdsthat did not own cattle was54%andthe highestproportionwasin Kwekwe(66%)

ω Thehighestproportionof householdsthat ownedmorethan five (5) cattle wasin Zvishavane(24%) andthe lowestwasin GokweNorth (8%).
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Households that Owned Draught Cattle

Å Theproportionof householdsthat did not own draughtcattle washigh(67%).

Å Gweru(81%) hadthe highestproportionof householdsthat did not own draughtcattle.

Å Zvishavane(26%) hadthe highestproportionof householdsthat ownedmorethan two draughtcattle.
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Households that Owned Goats

Å Thehighestproportionof householdsthat owned5 or moregoatswasin Chirumhanzu(13%) andthe lowestwasin Kwekwe(3%).

Å Theproportion of householdsthat did not own goatswas52%, andKwekwe(68%) hadthe highestproportion of householdsthat did not

own goats.
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Households that Owned Poultry  

77

63

57

66 64 65

71

87

69

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

ChirumhanzuGokwe NorthGokwe South Gweru Kwekwe Mberengwa Shurugwi Zvishavane Midlands

P
ro

p
o

rt
io

n
 o

f 
H

o
u

s
e

h
o

ld
s
 (

%
)

Å The proportion of householdsthat owned poultry was 69% with Zvishavanehavingthe highestat 87% and GokweSouthhavingthe
lowest(57%).
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Average Livestock Numbers Per Household

Å Theaveragecattle andgoatherdsizeper householdwas5 andZvishavanehadthe highestaveragecattle herdat about6 per household.
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Calving Rate 
Å Calving rate, defined as the

proportion of cows/heifers that

dropped calves over a defined

period of time, is a measureof

productivityof the cowherd.

Å Generally, calving rate waslow 

(below 50%) across the province. 
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Livestock  Offtake Rates 

Å Offtake rate is expressedasa percentageand refers to the numberof animalssold/slaughtered annuallyasa fraction of the total herd. It is an

indicatorof the businessapproachin livestockproduction,andits contribution to householdlivelihoods.

Å Offtakeratesweregenerallylow with a provincialaverageof 5%for cattle and 26%for goats.
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Theileriosis (January Disease) and Lumpy Skin Disease 
Outbreaks 

Å Januarydiseasecaseswere reported in a few

areas in Kwekwe, Shurugwi, Mberengwa and

Chirumhanzu.

Å Lumpy skin disease was more widespread,

affectingall districtsin the province.

Source: Department of Veterinary Field Services 61



Cattle Mortality 

Å About41%of the householdsreportedcattle mortality and 74%of the householdsciteddiseasesasthe causeof mortality.

Å However,of the 41%householdsthat reportedcattle mortality, 15%indicatedthat the causeof deathwasdrought/watershortages.

Å GweruandKwekwe(29%) hadthe highestproportionof householdswhichreportedcattle mortality dueto drought/watershortages.
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Cattle  Mortality Rate  by District 
Å Mberengwa, Chirumhanzu and

Gokwe North had high cattle

mortality rate rangingfrom 10-15%.
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Goat Mortality 
Å Goatmortality wasgenerallyhighin

most districts across the province

(above10%)

Å Mberengwa reported the highest

goatmortality rate of above30%.
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Agricultural Produce Markets
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Livestock Prices (USD)

Å Thehighestaveragecattle priceswere in ZvishavaneUSD349 and ShurugwiUSD346and the lowest cattle priceswere in GokweNorth (USD

210).

Å Goatpriceswerehighestin ZvishavaneUSD45andlowestin GokweNorth USD18.

Cattle Prices Goat Prices
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District Average Cereal Prices (USD)

Å Mberengwahadhighpricesfor both maizemealandmaizegrainaboutUSD5 per bucket.

Å However,GokweSouthhadhighmaizemealprice(USD5) andlow maizegrainprices(USD3).

Maize Grain Maize Meal
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Value Chain Practices
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Access to Market Information

Å Only 6%of the householdsindicatedthat they hadusedmarketinformationthroughvariouschannels.
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Familiar with Receiving market information on prices, demand or product quality requirements through collection centers, traders,
private sector, extension officers

Use  Receiving market information on prices, demand or product quality requirements through collection centers, traders, private
sector, extension officers

Training/orientation on  Receiving market information on prices, demand or product quality requirements through collection centers,
traders, private sector
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Use of Improved and Community Granaries

Å Useof improvedgranarieswasstill limited asonly5%of the householdsindicatedthat they hadusedthem.

Å About2%alsoindicatedthat they hadusedcommunitygranaries. Thisisan indicationof poor postharvestmanagementpractices.
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Post- Harvest Grain Storage Conditions

Å About 19%of the householdswerestoringtheir grainin bagsandusinggrainprotectants.

Å Only 2%wereusingtemperatureandair control in grainprotection(useof hermeticbags,metalsilos,air-tight boxesetc.)
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Familiar with Temperature and humidity control (hermetic bag, air-tight box,
metal silo)
Use  Temperature and humidity control (hermetic bag, air-tight box, metal
silo)
Training/orientation on  Temperature and humidity control (hermetic bag,
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Use of Services of a Community Animal Health 
Worker 
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Familiar with Use of services of community animal health worker ( Paravet)

Use of services of community animal health worker ( Paravet)

Training/orientation on  Use of services of community animal health worker ( Paravet)

Å About19%of the householdsusedthe servicesof a communityanimalhealthworker.

72



Use of Locally Available Ingredients to Make 
Homemade Animal Feed
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Familiar with Homemade animal feeds made with locally available ingredients including legumes

Use  Homemade animal feeds made with locally available ingredients including legumes

Training/orientation on  Homemade animal feeds made with locally available ingredients including legumes

Å Only12%of the householdsusedlocallyavailableingredientsto makehomemadeanimalfeed. 73



Use of Animal Fodder Production for Ruminants
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Familiar with Animal fodder production for ruminants

Used  Animal fodder production for ruminants

Training/orientation on  Animal fodder production for ruminants

Å Thehighestproportionof householdswhichwerefamiliarwith animalfodderproductionfor ruminantswasin Mberengwa(24%).

Å Anaverageof 4%of the householdsusedanimalfodderproductionfor ruminants. 74



Use of lmprovedLivestock Breeds
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Familiar with Improved livestock breeds Used Improved livestock breeds

Training/orientation on  Improved livestock breeds

Å Generally,only7%of the householdsusedimprovedlivestockbreedsand11%receivedtrainingon the subjectmatter.
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Use of Improved Animal Housing and Water Infrastructure for 
Livestock
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Familiar with Water infrastructure for livestock at homestead (e.g. water trough)

Used Water infrastructure for livestock at homestead (e.g. water trough)

Training/orientation on Water infrastructure for livestock at homestead (e.g.
water trough)

Å Theproportion of householdswhichusedimprovedanimalhousingwas11%andthe proportionof householdswhichhadusedwater infrastructure

for livestockwas8%. 76



Livestock Vaccinations
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Familiar with Home vaccinations ( farmer administered vaccinations)

Home vaccinations ( farmer administered vaccinations)

Training/orientation on  Home vaccinations ( farmer administered vaccinations)
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Familiar with Routine vaccinations by Veterinary Officer or Paravet

Use Routine vaccinations by Veterinary Officer or Paravet

Training/orientation on  Routine vaccinations by Veterinary Officer or
Paravet

Å About30%of householdswerefamiliarwith routine vaccinationsandonly20%hadusedroutine vaccinationsfrom a Paravet.

Å Theproportionof householdswhichhadadministeredhomevaccinationswas20%.
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Use of Deworming and Dipping
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Deworming

Familiar with Deworming

Used  Deworming

Training/orientation on  Deworming

Å About46%of the householdswerefamiliarwith dewormingand72%werefamiliarwith dipping.
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Climate Smart Agriculture
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Household Knowledge on Pfumvudza
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Households Familiar with Pfumvudza Households which Practised Pfumvudza Households Trained on Pfumvdza

Å About79%of householdswerefamiliarwith Pfumvudza, 63%hadreceivedtrainingand59%hadpracticedit.

Å Chirumhanzu(84%) hadthe highestproportionof householdswhich practicedPfumvudzawhile GokweSouth(37%) hadthe lowest.
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Use of Quality Certified Seed
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Households Familiar with Certified Seed Households which used Certified Seed Households Trained on Certified Seed

Å Generally,about47%of the householdshadusedqualitycertifiedseedandChirumhanzuhadthe highestproportionat 80%.
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Use of Community Seed Banks 
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Households Familiar with Seed Banks Households which used Seed Banks Households Trained on Seed Banks

Å Theproportionof householdswhichhadusedcommunityseedbankswasrelativelylow at 7%.

Å However,Chirumhanzuhadthe highestproportionof householdswhichhadusedcommunityseedbanksat 39%.
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Use of Suitable Improved Varieties
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Households Familiar with Improved VarietiesHouseholds which used Improved Varieties

Households Trained on Improved Varieties

Å About28%of the householdshadusedsuitableimprovedvarietieswith the highestproportionbeingin Chirumhanzu(66%).
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Households which Grew Small Grains

Å About33%of the householdsgrewsmallgrainsandZvishavane(55%) hadthe highestproportion of householdswhichgrewsmallgrains

while Gweru(8%) hadthe least.

84

77

62

76

19

34

71

51

90

60

39 41
38

8

19

49

20

55

33

51

42

33

5
10

55

24

74

36

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

ChirumhanzuGokwe NorthGokwe South Gweru Kwekwe Mberengwa Shurugwi Zvishavane Midlands

P
ro

p
o

rt
io

n
 o

f 
H

o
u

se
h

o
ld

s
 (

%
)

Households familiar with small grains Households which grew small grains Households trained on small grains



Use of Crop Rotation 

Å Croprotation waspracticedby 44%of the householdsacrossthe province.

Å Zvishavane(75%) hadthe highestnumberof householdswhichpracticedcroprotation andGweruhadthe lowest(13%).
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Use of Compost/Organic fertilizer

Å About56%of the householdswerefamiliarwith the useof compostfertilizer and41%practisedit.

Å Theuseof compostfertilizer washighestin Zvishavane(76%) andlowestin Shurugwi(20%).
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Use of Drip Irrigation
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Households Familiar with Drip Irrigation Households Using Drip Irrigation Households Trained on Drip Irrigation

Å Theuse of drip irrigationby householdswaslow acrossall districts(3%).
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Use of Plant Spacing 
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Households Familiar with proper spacing Households which practised proper spacing Households Trained on spacing

Å Approximately,20% of the householdswere familiar with plant spacingand 12% of the householdshad practicedappropriate plant

spacing.
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Use of Intercropping 

Å Intercroppingwas practicedby 32% of the householdswith Zvishavanehaving the highest proportion of householdspracticing

intercropping(61%) while Gweru(10%) hadthe lowest.
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Use of Cover Cropping 
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Households Familiar with Cover Cropping Households which practised Cover Cropping

Households Trained on Cover Cropping

Å Covercroppingwaspracticedby only11%of the households.

Å Zvishavane(43%) hadthe highestproportionof householdspracticingcover-croppingwith the leastbeingin ChirumhanzuandGweru(2%).
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Use of Mulching
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Households Familiar with Mulching Households which practised Mulching Households Trained on Mulching

Å At least38%of the householdspracticedmulching.

Å Zvishavane(58%) hadthe highestproportionof householdspracticingmulchingwith the lowestbeingin Mberengwa(19%).
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Use of Integrated Pest Management (IPM)

Å The use of integrated pest management practices was 32% with the highest proportion beingin Zvishavane (69%).
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Income and Expenditure

93



Current Most Important Sources of Income

Å Most householdsreliedon casuallabour(19%) asthe most important sourceof income,followedby food cropproduction/salesand

Å remittanceswithin the country both at 13%andsmallscalemining/mineralsales(12%).
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Average Household Monthly Income (USD)-April 2021

Å Generally,there wasan increasein the averagemonthly incomeacrossall the districts.

Å Averagemonthly incomewashighestin Zvishavane(USD93) andlowestin GokweNorth (USD26).
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Average Household Monthly Expenditure (USD)- April 
2021

Å Generally, the average monthly expenditure increased across all the districts with the highest expenditure being in Zvishavane (USD 51).
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Food Expenditure 

Å Proportionof food expenditurewas55%a decreasefrom 67%reportedin 2020.

Å Thisimpliesthat householdshadmoreto spendon other essentialservicessuchashealthandeducation.
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Average Household 6 Months Expenditure

Å Thehighestexpenditurewason education(USD37) followedby agriculture (USD31).
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Water, Sanitation and Hygiene
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Ladder for Drinking Water Services
ServiceLevel Definition

SafelyManaged Drinkingwater from an improved water sourcethat is located on premises,available
whenneededandfree from faecalandpriority chemicalcontamination.

BasicDrinkingWater Basicdrinking water servicesare defined as drinking water from an improved source,
providedcollectiontime isnot more than 30 minutesfor a roundtrip includingqueuing.

LimitedDrinkingWater Services Limited water servicesare defined as drinking water from an improvedsource,where
collectiontime exceeds30 minutesfor a roundtrip includingqueuing.

UnimprovedWater Sources Drinkingwater from anunprotecteddugwell or unprotectedspring.

SurfaceWater Sources Drinkingwater directly from a river, dam,lake,pond,stream,canalor irrigationchannel.

Note :
άLƳǇǊƻǾŜŘέdrinking water sourcesare further ŘŜŬƴŜŘby the quality of the water they produce,and are protected from
faecalcontaminationby the nature of their constructionor through an intervention to protect from outsidecontamination.
Suchsourcesinclude: pipedwater into dwelling,plot, or yard; public tap/standpipe; tube well/borehole; protecteddugwell;
protected spring; or rainwater collection. Thiscategorynow includespackagedand deliveredwater, consideringthat both
canpotentiallydeliversafewater.
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Access to Improved Water Sources
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Å The proportionof householdswhichhadaccessto improvedwater sourceswas75%.

Å GweruandShurugwi(90%), hadthe highestproportionof householdswhichhadaccessto improvedwater. 101



Main Drinking Water Services
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Basic water services Limited water services Unimproved water services Surface water services

Å Theproportion of householdswhichaccessedbasicwater serviceswas65%.

Å GokweNorth (33%) had the highestproportion of householdswhich were usingsurfacewater servicesand unimprovedwater sources

(26%). 102



Access to Adequate Domestic Water

Å Themajorityof the householdsindicatedhavingaccessto adequate water for cooking,drinking,personalhygieneandother domesticneeds.

Å GokweNorth,GokweSouthandKwekweandthe lowestproportion of householdswhichhadaccessto adequatedomesticwater services.
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Distance Travelled to Main Water Source
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Less than 500m More than 500m but less than 1 km 1km and above

Å About59%of the householdstravelleda distanceof lessthan 500m to get to a water source.

Å GokweNorth (26%) hadthe highestproportionof householdstravellinga kilometreandmoreto get to a water source.
104



Fetching Water for Cooking and Drinking
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Adult woman [15 years and above] Adult man [15 years and above] Female child [under 15 years] Male child [under 15 years]

Å Thefetchingof water for cookinganddrinkingwasmainlyby adult women15yearsandabove83%).

Å Zvishavane(22%) hadthe highestproportionof householdswith adult men15yearsandabovefetchingwater for cookinganddrinking.
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Time Spent Queuing at Water Source and  Violence at Water 
Source
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Prevalence of Violence at Water Source

Å Theproportionof householdswhichspentlessthan 15minutesqueuingat a water sourceor within premiseswas68%.

Å GokweNorth (24%) had the highestproportion of householdsqueuingfor more than an hour at a water sourceand alsohad the highest

proportionof householdsreportingviolenceat a water source(14%).
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Service  level Definition 

Safely Managed Use of improved facilities that are not shared with otherhouseholds and where excreta are 
safely disposed of insitu or transported and treated offsite.

Basic Sanitation 
Facilities

Use of improved facilities which are not shared with other households.

Limited Sanitation 
Facilities

Use of improved facilities shared between two or more households.

Unimproved Sanitation 
Facilities

Facilities that do not ensure hygienic separation of human excreta from human contact.
Unimproved facilities include pit latrines without a slab or platform, hanging latrines and 
bucket latrines.

Open Defecation Disposal of human faeces in fields, forest, bushes, open bodies of water, beaches or other 
open spaces or with solid waste. 

Note: Improved sanitation facilities: Facilities that ensure hygienic separation of human excreta from human contact. 
¢ƘŜȅ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ƅǳǎƘ ƻǊ ǇƻǳǊ ƅǳǎƘ ǘƻƛƭŜǘκƭŀǘǊƛƴŜΣ .ƭŀƛǊ ǾŜƴǘƛƭŀǘŜŘ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ Ǉƛǘ ό.±LtύΣ Ǉƛǘ ƭŀǘǊƛƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǎƭŀō ŀƴŘ 
upgradeable Blair latrine.

Ladder for Sanitation
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Access to Improved Sanitation

Å Approximately33.7%of the householdswere practisingopendefaecationwith GokweNorth (51.4%) andGokweSouth(53.8%) havingthe

highestproportions.
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Ladder for Hygiene 

Servicelevel Definition

Basic Availabilityof a handwashingfacilityon premiseswith soapandwater.

Limited Availabilityof a handwashingfacilityon premiseswithout soapandwater.

No Facility Nohandwashingfacility on premises.

Note: handwashingfacilitiesmaybe fixedor mobileand includea sinkwith tap water, bucketswith taps,

tippy taps, and jugs or basins designatedfor hand washing. Soap includes bar soap, liquid soap,

powdered detergentsand soapywater but does not include sand, soil, ash and other handwashing

agents.
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Access to Hand Washing Facilities

Å Thereweregenerallyno handwashingfacilitiesat mosthouseholds(95%) acrossthe province.

Å Gweru(9%) hadthe highestproportion of householdsthat hadbasichandwashingfacilities.
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Access to Infrastructure and Services
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Households  which Received Agriculture Extension Visits from 
Extension Officers
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Å GokweNorth (95%), hadthe highestproportionof householdswhichreceivedagriculturalextensionvisits.

Å Accessto agriculturalextensionvisitswasgenerallyhighthroughoutthe provincewith the exceptionof GokweSouthat 64%.
112



Households which Received Agricultural Extension 
Services and Training
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Agricultural Extension Services

Å Theproportion of householdswhich receivedagriculturalextensionserviceswas62% with Zvishavanehavingthe highestproportion at

81%.

Å Accessto agriculturaltrainingwasgenerallyhighthroughoutthe province(96%).
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Households which  Received Cropping and Livestock 
Advice
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Cropping Advice

Å Approximately92%of the householdsreceivedcroppingadviceand65%receivedlivestockadvicefrom extensionofficers.
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Livestock Advice
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Households Satisfied with Livestock Advice (65%)
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Somewhat satisfied Satisfied

Å Of the householdsthat receivedlivestockadvice,86%weresatisfiedwhilst 14%weresomewhatsatisfied.
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Households which  Received Extension Support on Fall 
Army Worm
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Å Theproportion of householdswhich receivedextensionsupport on fall army worm was 81% with Zvishavane(95%) and Kwekwe(85%)

havingthe highestproportion. 116



Households which Received Extension Support on 
Weather and Climate 
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Å Zvishavane(92%) had the highestproportion of householdswhich receivedextensionsupport on weather and climate,whilst Shurugwi

hadthe lowestat 41%.
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Access  to Animal Health Centres 
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Å Only44%of the householdswith livestockhadaccessto animalhealthcentres.
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Satisfaction with Service Received from the Animal 
Health Centre (44%)

5 5 5 4 3 3
8

4 36
9 8

32

21
25

5
11 14

23

89
86

92

63

75 73

92

81 82

74

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

P
ro

p
o

rt
io

n
 o

f 
H

o
u

se
h

o
ld

s
 (

%
)

Not satisfied at all Somewhat satisfied Satisfied

Å Generally,of the proportionof householdswhichaccessedhealthcentres,82%weresatisfiedby the service.
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Households which Received Information on Food 
Safety

Å In the twelvemonthsprecedingthe survey,(April2020to May2021), only8.9%of the householdsreceivedinformationon food safetyissues.

Å Mberengwa (13.6%), hadthe highestproportionof householdswhichreceivedinformationon food safetyissues.
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Police Services and Access to Victim Friendly Unit
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Police Services Reachable within One Hour

Å Only39%of the householdsreported that they had policeservicesreachablewithin one hour and 36%of householdshad accessto a

VictimFriendlyUnit.

33
29

39

23

53

25

60

22

36
39

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

100

P
ro

p
o

rt
io

n
 o

f 
H

o
u

se
h

o
ld

s
 (

%
)

Access to Victim Friendly Unit
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Approximate Distance of the Nearest Primary School
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Less than 5km 5 to 10km More than 10km

Å About74%of the householdsreportedthat the nearestprimaryschoolwaswithin a distanceof lessthan 5km.

Å However,about6%of the householdsreportedtravellingover10km to accessthe nearestprimaryschool.
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Household Access to Health Services
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Access to Health Related Information

Å Approximately80%of householdshadaccessto healthrelatedinformationandabout78%of householdsreported that they hadaccess

to a VillageHealthWorker.
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Access to Services of Village Health Worker
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Approximate Distance to the Nearest Health Facility/Clinic
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Å Generally,17%of the householdsreportedthat the nearesthealthfacility/clinicwasmorethan 10km away.
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Access to Grain Storage Facility
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Å Shurugwi(61%) hadthe highestproportionof householdswhichhadaccessto a grainstoragefacility.
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Structures Used to Store Grain

Ordinary room
(%)

Traditional 
granary

(%)

Ordinary 
granary

(%)

Improved 
granary

(%)
Bin/drum

(%)
Crib
(%)

Hermaticbags
(%)

Chirumhanzu

55 27 10 4 0 4 0
Gokwe North

46 51 0 2 0 0 1
Gokwe South

43 36 18 2 0 0 1
Gweru

48 42 1 2 1 3 2
Kwekwe

24 70 4 3 0 0 0
Mberengwa

28 56 16 0 0 0 0
Shurugwi

69 26 1 3 1 0 0
Zvishavane

40 14 17 15 0 15 0
Midlands

46 39 7 4 0 3 1
National

63 25 6 1 1 2 1

Å Approximately46%of the householdswerestoringtheir grainin anordinaryroom.
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Households which Received Early Warning 
Information
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Å The proportionof householdswhichreceivedearlywarninginformationon weather,climatechangeandseasonalperformancewas50%.

Å Zvishavane(78%) hadthe highestproportionof householdswhichhadreceivedearlywarninginformation.
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Households which used  Early Warning 
Information to Plan Response Mechanisms
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Å Of thosehouseholdswhichreceivedearlywarninginformation,67%usedthe informationfor planningresponsemechanisms.
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Households with Members who Received  Information  
on Public Health Diseases

Rabies
(%)

Anthrax
(%)

Cholera
(%)

Typhoid
(%)

Dysentery
(%)

Salmonella
(%)

Listeria
(%)

Chirumhanzu
34.9 49.2 63.5 68.8 24.3 2.6 1.1

Gokwe North
28.7 34.9 66.0 11.0 14.4 1.4 0.5

Gokwe South
39.1 62.2 56.9 29.8 18.7 2.7 0.4

Gweru
57.8 41.2 44.2 27.6 9.5 2.5 2.0

Kwekwe
61.3 53.2 68.5 19.0 14.5 3.2 0.0

Mberengwa
40.1 42.2 76.2 30.6 14.3 0.7 0.7

Shurugwi
44.5 34.7 73.1 45.7 11.8 4.1 0.8

Zvishavane
50.5 44.9 87.5 50.5 20.8 2.3 0.9

Midlands
45.2 45.5 67.0 35.0 16.0 2.6 0.8

National
47.8 40.3 72.7 33.4 21.7 3.1 1.3

Å About87.5%householdsin Zvishavanereportedthat they hadreceivedinformationon cholera.
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Sources of Information on Gender Based Violence

Radio
(%)

Other 
household 
member

(%)
Television

(%)
Newspaper

(%)

Social 
media

(%)

Internet 
browsing

(%)

Government 
Extension 
Worker

(%)

Health 
workers

(%)

Health 
promoters

(%)

Friends 
and 

relatives
(%)

UN/NGOs
(%)

Police
(%)

Other
(%) 

Chirumhanzu
54.5 4.9 4.1 0.0 0.8 0.0 17.1 22.0 4.9 7.3 6.5 30.1 11.4

Gokwe North
54.9 3.7 0.0 1.2 6.1 0.0 37.8 39.0 29.3 12.2 7.3 1.2 8.5

Gokwe South
80.0 6.7 0.0 0.0 3.3 0.0 8.3 13.3 6.7 10.0 11.7 26.7 6.7

Gweru
54.7 8.4 3.2 0.0 2.1 0.0 3.2 24.2 2.1 5.3 8.4 2.1 17.9

Kwekwe
84.8 32.4 1.0 0.0 6.7 1.0 6.7 11.4 0.0 26.7 1.0 4.8 5.7

Mberengwa
85.4 20.8 22.9 6.3 4.2 0.0 22.9 12.5 6.3 16.7 6.3 10.4 4.2

Shurugwi
85.3 4.3 0.0 0.0 2.6 0.0 5.2 10.3 2.6 0.0 0.9 4.3 3.4

Zvishavane
68.9 0.0 3.3 1.1 0.0 0.0 41.1 7.8 0.0 1.1 7.8 0.0 6.7

Midlands
70.0 9.7 3.2 0.7 3.1 0.1 16.8 17.7 5.8 9.3 5.7 9.9 8.3

National
65.7 12.5 4.7 2.7 7.5 0.7 22.8 28.2 13.4 11.9 8.6 21.3 4.9

Å Radiowasthe mostcommonsourceof informationon GenderBasedViolenceat about70%.
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Household Ownership of Infrastructure that 
Enhances Food and Nutrition Security

Irrigation
(%)

Farming 
equipment

(%)
Fowl runs

(%)

Solar 
powered 

water 
source

(%)
Borehole

(%)

Storage 
facility

(%)
Savings

(%)
Beehives

(%)

Nutrition 
garden

(%)

Agro-
forestry

(%)
Other
(%)

Chirumhanzu 4.7 41.4 3.9 0.0 0.0 1.7 0.0 2.6 44.8 0.0 37.1
Gokwe North 0.0 5.0 31.1 0.0 0.9 25.7 3.6 1.4 18.5 0.0 35.6
Gokwe South 0.0 34.6 7.5 0.4 1.3 22.9 0.0 0.0 43.3 2.5 16.7
Gweru 1.3 33.2 31.4 1.3 9.0 2.7 3.1 1.3 28.3 9.0 11.2
Kwekwe 3.3 32.1 18.7 0.4 2.0 2.0 4.1 0.8 15.9 0.0 41.9
Mberengwa 1.3 6.9 13.2 0.6 1.9 13.8 6.3 0.0 36.5 0.0 33.3
Shurugwi 0.8 34.3 26.8 0.4 1.3 9.6 20.9 1.3 54.4 0.0 16.7
Zvishavane 1.7 23.2 37.3 0.8 0.8 5.4 0.0 0.0 66.4 0.0 8.3
Midlands 1.7 27.3 21.5 0.5 2.1 10.3 4.7 0.9 38.8 1.4 24.8
National 5.7 23.7 29.9 2.1 3.7 14.1 6.1 1.2 36.0 0.9 21.9

Å Foodand Nutrition Securityinfrastructure is important in ensuringfarminghouseholdsenhancetheir ability to produce,store and utilise

food.

Å Chirumhanzuhad the highestproportion of householdswho reported to havefarmingequipment(41.4%), whilst Zvishavanerecordedthe

highestproportionof householdswith a nutrition garden(49%).
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Food Consumption Patterns

132



Food Consumption Score

Food Consumption 

Score Groups

Score Description

POOR 0-21 An expected consumption of staple 7 days, vegetables 5-6 days, sugar 3-4

days, oil/fat 1 day a week, while animal proteins are totally absent

BORDERLINE 21.5-35 An expected consumption of staple 7 days, vegetables 6-7 days, sugar 3-4

days, oil/fat 3 days, meat/fish/egg/pulses 1-2 days a week, while dairy

products are totally absent

ACCEPTABLE >35 As defined for the borderline group with more number of days a week eating 

meat, fish, egg, oil, and complemented by other foods such as  pulses, fruits, 

milk
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Food Consumption Patterns
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poor borderline acceptable

Å Approximately,34%of the householdshadpoor food consumptionpatternswith Kwekwe(48%) havingthe highestproportion.

Å Zvishavane(58%) hadthe highestproportionof householdswith acceptablefood consumptionpatterns.
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Poor Food Consumption Patterns by District

ÅGokweSouth(43%) hadthe highest

proportion of households which

wereconsumingpoor diets.
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Average Number of Days Households Consumed
Food from Various Food Groups

Å Householdswereconsumingmostlycereals,oilsandvegetables.

Å Fruits,meats,legumesanddairyconsumptionwaslow an indicationof poor qualitydiets.

Å Thismayhavenegativeimplicationson nutrition outcomesof vulnerablegroupssuchaschildrenandwomenof childbearingage.
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Food Consumption Score-Nutrition
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Household Consumption of Protein, Iron
and Vitamin A Rich Foods 
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Iron-rich Food Protein-rich Foods Vitamin A-rich Foods

Å Iron rich foodswerethe leastconsumed(61%) followedby protein-rich foods(73%) andvitamin-A rich foods(92%.
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Households Consuming Iron-Rich Foods 

2020
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2021

Å Iron is anessentialmineralwhichis requiredby the bodyduringthe formation of bloodcells. Iron deficiencycancausefatigueandreducedability by the

bodyto fight infections.

Å About39%of the householdsneverconsumediron-rich foodssevendaysprior to the surveyandthis wasan improvementfrom 63%reportedin 2020.
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Households Consuming Protein-Rich Foods 

2020

28 29 26 27
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2021

Å Inadequateprotein intakecompromisestheōƻŘȅΩǎability to build, repairworn-out tissueandfight againstinfections.

Å About, 27%of the householdsneverconsumedprotein-rich foodssevendaysprior to the surveyandthis wasa decreasefrom 41%in 2020.
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Households Consuming Vitamin A-rich Foods 

2020
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2021

Å VitaminA is important for normalvision,the immunesystemfunctions,and reproductionand VitaminA deficiencycausesnight blindness,harmsthe

immunesystemandmaycontributeto maternalmortality.

Å About8%of the householdsneverconsumedVitaminArich foodsandthis wasthe sameasthe previousyear.
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Minimum Dietary Diversity-Women
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Minimum Dietary Diversity of Women of Child 
Bearing Age
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Å At least38.1%of womenof childbearingageconsumeda MinimumDietaryDiversity(MDD)in the 24-hoursprecedingthe survey.

Å Zvishavane(56.1%) hadhighestproportionof women-of-child-bearing-age who consumeda minimumdietarydiversity. 143



Consumption of Protein, Iron and Vitamin-A Rich 
Foods by WCBA

2020 2021
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Å Therewas a generalincreasein the proportion of womenwho consumediron-rich, VitaminA rich and protein-rich foods for women-of-

child-bearing-age. 144



WCBA Consumption of Iron Rich Foods by District 

2020 2021

Å Therehasbeena generaldecreasein the proportion of householdsconsumingiron-rich foodsover the pasttwo yearswith Kwekwe(67.2%)

andMberengwa(75.3%) havingthe lowestproportion.
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Household Hunger Scale
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Little to no hunger Moderate hunger Severe hunger

Å About90%of the householdshadlittle to no hunger.
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Households which Experienced Moderate to Severe 
Hunger
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2020 2021

Å Therewasa generaldeclinein the proportion of householdswhichexperiencedmoderateto severehungerfrom 19%in 2020to 10%in

2021.
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